Journal to Stella

LETTER XXVIII

He had a present sent him of delicious peaches, and he
was champing and champing, but I durst not eat one; I
wished Dingley had some of them, for poor Stella can no
more eat fruit than Presto. Dilly Ashe is come to Windsor;
and after church I carried him up to the drawing-room,
and talked to the keeper and treasurer, on purpose to shew
them to him, and he saw the queen and several great lords,
and the duchess of Montague;1 he was mighty happy,
and resolves to fill a letter to the bishop.2 My friend
Lewis and I dined soberly with Dr. Adams,3 the only
neighbour prebendary. One of the prebendaries here is
lately a peer, by the death of his father. He is now lord
Willoughby of Brook, and will sit in the house of lords
with his gown.4 I supped to-night at Masham's with lord
treasurer, Mr. secretary, and Prior. The treasurer made
us stay till twelve, before he came from the queen, and
'tis now past two. .
13. I reckoned upon going to London to-day; but by
an accident the cabinet council did not sit last night, and
sat to-day, so we go to-morrow at six in the morning. I
miss'd the race to-day by coming out too late, when every
body's coach was gone, and ride I would not; I felt my
last riding three days after. We had a dinner to-day at the
1   Lady Mary Churchill, youngest daughter of the Duke of Marlborough,
celebrated for her beauty, married 2 Mar. 1705 Lord Monthermer, who
succeeded his father, 9 Mar. 1709, as second Duke of Montagu. See
Poems, p. 311.
2  To the Bishop of Clogher, whose brother he was.
3  John Adams, 1662-1720, educated at Eton and King's College,
Cambridge.   He had travelled abroad and was a good linguist. ^ After
holding several ecclesiastical preferments he became^a Canon of Windsor
in 1708. He was an eloquent preacher and a favourite with Queen Anne.
In 1712 he was elected Provost of King's College.
4  The Hon. and Rev. George Verney, 1674-1728, educated at Win-
chester and New College, Oxford, took orders, and in 1701 became &
Canon of Windsor. The second but first surviving son of the eleventh
Lord Willoughby de Broke, he succeeded to the title 18 July 1711. la
1714 he was installed Dean of Windsor, and also became Registrar of the
Order of the Garter.
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